








GROWING RELATIONSHIPS

GOSPEL

e most important thing parents
I can do for their children is help

them come to Christ early in
life. And the best way to do that s to
live out the Gospel and demonstrate
how a relationship with God works
in everyday life. The parent/father/
child relationship is the pattern God
chose for our relationship with Him.
A good model of this relationship in
the home will bring a child closer to
understanding God.

The Gospel message itself

involves four essential concepts:
God the Father and His love for us
Sin which separates us from God
Jesus who is the only way to be
reconciled to God

Our response to His love.

These concepts can be demonstrated to
infants, toddlers, children, adolescents,
and into adulthood.

When you hold children close and
speak tender words of comfort, you
lay the foundation for them to accept
the truth that God knows them and
loves them personally. Tell them, “My
precious child, your Father God knows



PARENTING

you and loves you. In fact, He knows
you even better than I do, and loves you
even more than I do”

Each time you patiently remind
children, “That was wrong and these are
the consequences,” you demonstrate

a standard by which all behavior is
judged as right or wrong. That standard
of course is God’s Word and His
character. Loving, biblical discipline
paves the way for the truths that “all
have sinned” (Romans 3:23) and “the
wages of sin is death” (Romans 6:23).
Without the awareness of personal sin
and its punishment, children will never
see their need for a Savior.

When we love children unconditionally,
we demonstrate the truth of God’s
unconditional love described in
Romans 5:8, “While we were still
sinners, Christ died for us.” After
disciplining a child, ask, “Do Ilove you
more when you're good or when you're
bad?” Over time, he should learn to

answer, “You love me the same.”

But you might think, I'm not that
perfect. Tell children that. Don’t be
afraid to admit your faults and ask for
forgiveness. Point out that God’s love
is greater; His wisdom and discipline
are perfect.

LYDIA KAISER, Corporate Communications Specialist, CEF International Headquarters

When you love someone, you want
what’s best for them and for them

to have a good life and not get hurt.
Reminding children of this will help
them understand why they can trust
and obey you. Let them know, “If you
trust and obey me, you will be saved
from lots of bad things.” Ultimately,
point them to why they can trust and
obey God. He is the one who loves
them with a perfect love, knows what’s
best for them, and has the power to
help them. God made the way for their
sins to be forgiven through Jesus’ death
and resurrection.

The Gospel shows us how to deal with
our sin in a healthy way—healthy for
us, healthy for others, and healthy for
our relationship with God.

Teaching the Gospel in your home,
both verbally and more importantly,
with demonstration, will most likely
cause your children to accept Christ
at an early age and understand how
a relationship works with God, their
Heavenly Father. Walking in good
relationship with God can become a
way of life before they leave your home,
equipping them in the very best way
possible for life ahead.

Read the full article at cefonline.com. Listen to
similar articles on Teach Kids! Podcast.

When we love children unconditionally, we
demonstrate the truth of God's unconditional love...

Your nearest local CEF chapter:
chapters.cefonline.com

Resources for teaching children:
Your local chapter

CEFPress.com
Unite.cefonline.com

Resources for teacher training:
Your local chapter

CEFCMI.com for campus

and online training

Ministry Information
cefonline.com

TEACH KIDS!
PODCAST

Teach Kids! is a short, powerful “HOW
TO" for parents and children’s ministry
workers. Practical topics equip you
with aspects of gospel parenting,
evangelism, and discipleship to help
you teach the

kids in your life, -

whether they
Teach Kids!

are your own
or those you
minister to.

Teach Kids! airs on 767 radio
stations, and we're excited to offer it
as a podcast so you can listen at any
time and review.

Find it on major podcast platforms by
searching for "Teach Kids. "
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